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A RESOLUTION to recognize Hixson First Baptist Church on the 

occasion of its 100th anniversary. 
 
 WHEREAS, the churches of our nation have been an integral part of our history as a 

people and have had an unparalleled impact in forming and maintaining a stable and just 

society; and 

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we should recognize those venerable religious 

institutions and their congregations that, through their unflagging capacity for love, dedication of 

spirit, and faith in God, enrich the lives of people in their communities; and   

WHEREAS, one such dynamic and historic community of faith is Hixson First Baptist 

Church, whose members are celebrating the church's 100th anniversary this year; and 

WHEREAS, Hixson First Baptist Church was established on March 18, 1923, when the 

church's council unanimously voted Reverend A. P. Gallaher as their pastor; and 

WHEREAS, church founders F.M. and Mary Wilson provided their home as the first 

meeting place for the church, and their granddaughter, Judy Wilson Dodson, is still an active 

member of the church today; and 

WHEREAS, in the spring of 1924, a group of men from the church built a one-room 

building that would serve the congregation for the next three decades; and 

WHEREAS, despite suffering two devastating fires that destroyed their sanctuaries in 

January 1951 and February 1963, the church rebuilt each time with faith and resilience; and 

WHEREAS, to serve the needs of its growing membership, Hixson First Baptist Church 

moved into its current sanctuary in 1989; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Steven Granger has proudly served as senior pastor of Hixson First 

Baptist church since January 31, 2016; and 
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WHEREAS, Hixson First Baptist Church has stood on the rock-solid foundation of 

Christian belief, service, and love for 100 years, serving as a bastion of faith and outreach to the 

people of its community; and 

WHEREAS, thanks to the church's faith, leadership, and strength of its members, the 

church has persevered and continues to grow; it is truly one of the great religious institutions 

and catalysts for positive spiritual change in our State and nation, and the members of this 

exceptional congregation should be appropriately honored for their exemplary service to their 

fellow Christians and to the good people of Tennessee;  

WHEREAS, as Reverend Blevins said, "Our God shall be with us, and we shall face the 

future unafraid"; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

THIRTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we join in the celebration of the centennial anniversary of Hixson First 

Baptist Church, thank the good people of this congregation and their ministers for their notable 

service to their Lord and the State of Tennessee, and wish them much continued success and 

happiness. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to 

the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear 

without House or Senate designation. 

 

 

 


